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Part-Time Faculty in the Oregon University System 
 

Comment from the Office of the Chancellor 
 

 
On March 15, 2005, the OUS Office of the Chancellor provided the 
following written response to a request by Senator Richard Devlin, Chair of 
the Ways and Means Subcommittee on Education: 
 
Request:  What percent of faculty are part-time and what effect does that 
have on the quality of academic programs? 
 
Response:  As the number of regular rank faculty has declined over the past 
10 years, the percentage of part-time faculty has increased to meet teaching 
needs, growing from 22.7% of OUS instructional faculty in 1993-94, to 
32.1% in 2003-04.  This creates challenges for OUS campuses for stability, 
capacity for student advising and mentoring, and scholarly collaboration 
among faculty.  In addition, with the loss of state support, there is more 
pressure for faculty to generate research funds.  In some cases, this means a 
re-balancing of teaching responsibilities and, as a result, more adjunct and 
part-time faculty to help cover the teaching load.  
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